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OAXTEPEC DECLARATION 
 

In conclusion to the debates and contributions presented in relation to the thesis of the 
Presentation, the Oaxtepec World Round Table: 

 
Recognises:  

 
1. That social security systems based on organised collective solidarity, potentially 
contribute to the objectives of an integrated health policy, recognising the right to health 

as one of the basic demands of its economic, medical and social benefits scheme. 
 

2. That the evolution of social security institutions towards the comprehensive protection 
of the human being and the promotion of his well-being, has increased their action in 

favour of health, and, in many countries, has resulted in the direct provision of medical 
attention to the protected population. 

 
3. That the solidarity mechanisms on which the financial and administrative organisation 

of social security rests, in addition to being guided by the principle of contributory justice, 
promote medical care at a high level and make its provision the exercise of a right. 

 
4. That even in its current stage of evolution, social security should concern, for scientific 

and technical reasons, on promoting the general advancement of health and hygiene 
conditions of the protected population, increasing its preventive, curative and rehabilitative 

medicine services, coinciding therefore with tasks that are characteristic of health services. 
 

 
By virtue of these foundations, the Oaxtepec World Round Table: 
 

Declares: 
 

1. That it is of paramount importance for health care and for the best use of the structures 
and resources intended for this purpose, the establishment of effective collaboration and 

complementation systems, at the national and international levels, between public health 
and social security management agencies, through joint coordination commissions, 

technical committees for the study of common problems and joint planning and execution 
instruments. 

 
2. That the participation of social security agencies in health programmes is essential and 

their intervention, together with that of Ministries of Public Health, is highly recommended 
in the formulation of general national and regional development plans, so they contribute 

to the determination of priorities and in the decision of social welfare policies. 
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3. That for such purposes, social security must have available the material, technical and 
human resources to deliver the medical benefits that place it in sufficient conditions to 

make effective the rational application of medicine and the protection of health. 
 

4. That, in addition, it considers it necessary to give preference to preventive medicine 
programmes intended for the entire population, both to reduce the costs of medical care 

and to combat the causes that affect health and productivity. 
 
5. That social security institutions should ensure the training, maintenance, and use of 

knowledge by medical and auxiliary technical personnel at all levels of education, 
coordinating efforts with health services, educational institutions, and with all organisations 

interested in teaching and researching medicine, in the conservation of a high level of 
medical services, as well as in its relation to social needs and to the general development 

of the population. 
 

6. That social security institutions require the collaboration of the medical personnel for 
the effective provision of medical services and that they must understand that the role of 

the doctor and medicine is linked to the satisfaction of the right to health and to the 
scientific progress and that organisation is required in the provision of medical care, in 

order to obtain the indispensable economic and technical conditions that allow the use of 
medical progress and its application to the service of the entire population. 

 
7. That in order to completely use the potential of social security institutions, it is advisable 

that their medical benefits are directed to the entire family unit and that they systematically 
and comprehensively apply preventive, curative and rehabilitative means, in addition to 

techniques that contribute to improve the physical, mental and social condition of 
individuals. 
 

8. That because of the insufficient technical and financial means available to public health 
and social security institutions, it is desirable that these means are made available to the 

population as a whole, coordinating the different interested organisations. 
 

9. That within their plans for the extension and integration of medical services, social 
security institutions should increase the actions they conduct in favour of improving health 

at the workplace, encouraging their countries for the ratification of international 
conventions adopted on the matter. 

 
10. In order for the right to health to become universally effective and for medical care not 

to depend on economic privilege, it is imperative to substantially increase the volume of 
resources currently allocated to this task. Social security institutions, in support of public 

health programmes, must endeavour to assign a sufficient percentage of gross national 
product in all countries to ensure comprehensive medical care for all people. 
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11. That the results of this international exchange on the relationship between social 
security and public health programmes demonstrate the need to continue these studies 

within the activities programme of the International Social Security Association. 


