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The Annual Ordinary Meeting of the Permanent Committee was held November 11, 2008 
at 2:30 P.M. in Salvador de Bahia, Brazil, at the Meeting Room of the Stella Maris Hotel. It 
was attended by representatives from the institutions that make up this Committee: 
 

Mexican Institute of Social Security 
Juan Molinar 
President of the CISS  
Director General of the Mexican Institute of Social Security 
 
Ministerio da Previdência Social 
2008 Vice presidency 
Remigio Todeschini 
Director of Safety and Occupational Health Policies 
Brazil 
 
Cia. De Seguros La Positiva, S.A.1 
2009 Vice Presidency 
Dr. Gilberto Quinche Toro1 
Executive Director 
 
Guatemalan Institute of Social Security 
Representative, Sub-region II, Central America 
Mr. Alfredo Rolando del Cid Pinillos 
Manager 
Guatemala 
 
Ministry of Labor and Social Security 
Representative, Sub-region III, South Cone 
Mario Ossandon 
Undersecretary of Social Security 
Chile 

 
National Insurance Scheme 
Representative, Sub-region IV, North America and the English Speaking Caribbean 
Mr. Reginald Thomas 
Executive Director 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
Ministry of Labor and Social Security 
Representative, Sub-region V, Mexico and the Latin Caribbean 
Ms Marta Elena Feito Cabrera 
Director General 
Cuba 
 
Junta de Pensiones y Jubilaciones del Magisterio Nacional 
Associate Member Representative 
Henry Gonzalez Vega 
President of the Board of Directors  
Costa Rica 
 
Also present were Mr. Lennox Tim, Comptroller of the CISS, Doctor Gabriel Martinez 
Gonzalez, Secretary General of the CISS and Doctor Miguel Angel Fernandez Pastor, 
Director of CIESS. Thus, in accordance with Articles 15, 16 and 17 of the Bylaw of the 
Inter-American Conference on Social Security (CISS), as well as with Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 16 and 17 of the Regulation of the Permanent Committee of the Inter-
American Conference on Social Security (CISS), a quorum was reached to hold the Meeting. 
 
The President of the CISS, Mr. Juan Molinar, presided over the Meeting of the Permanent 
Committee, declaring the meeting in session. 
 
 
 

                                                
1
 In representation of Dr. Alvaro H. Velez, President of the Social Insurance Institute of Colombia. 
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Permanent Committee held July 15, 2008 
As the second item in the Agenda, those members of the Permanent Committee present 
unanimously approved the Minutes of the meeting held July 15, 2008 as submitted. 
Document CISS/CP/S/08/04. 
 
 
Report of the Secretariat General 
Proceeding through the agenda in order, the President of the CISS gave the podium to the 
Secretary General, who presented his report. 
 
The Secretary General presented his annual activity report, which was distributed to 
attendees as document CISS/CP/A/08/03 and included the following items: 
 

 Leading Programs 
Activities performed by the organs of the CISS, as well as other academic and 
dissemination activities carried out by the Secretariat during 2008, were mentioned. 
Information was also provided on the publishing and distribution of Social Security and 
Well Being and Social Policy magazines and on the 2008 Report on Social Security in 
America. Regarding the Inter-American Social Security Award, the invitation to the 2008 
award had been made in March and included a change: research articles written to be 
published in academic magazines will now be received. The winners of the 2008 Award 
were also announced. 
 

 Legal Issues 
It was informed that the minutes of the Annual Ordinary Meeting of the Permanent 
Committee held November 26, 2007, the 22nd Meeting of the General Assembly held 
November 28, 2007 and the Semestral Ordinary Meeting of the Permanent Committee 
held July 15, 2008, had been prepared and sent. 

 
 CISS Members 

With respect to member affiliation and disaffiliation, the following was informed: 
 

o Affiliation  
During 2008, six affiliation applications were received from the following institutions: 

• Brazilian Association of State and Municipal Social Security Institutions 
(ABIPEM). 
Category: Adherent Member. 

• Office National d’Assurance Vieillesse (ONA), Haiti. 
Category: Associated Member 

• Bar Association of the Federal Capital, Argentina. 
Category: Related Member. 

• Pension, Securities and Insurance Superintendence of Bolivia. 
      Category: Associated Member. 
• Bar Association of La Paz, Bolivia. 
      Category: Related Member. 
• Education Workers Union of Costa Rica. 
      Category: Adherent Member. 
 

In addition, the following requests for affiliation were received during the meeting: 
 

• National Association of Municipal Social Security Institutions (ANEPREM), 
Brazil. 
Category: Adherent Member. 

• Cia. de Seguros La Positiva, S.A., Colombia. 
Category: Associated Member 
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o Disaffiliation 

Information was provided on those institutions that were significantly behind in their fee 
payments. As of June 30, 2008, the institutions that are significantly behind in their fee 
payments are the following: 
 

Fees Outstanding 
Institution 

Fees 
Total Due 
USD 

National Health Association, Bolivia  2003-2008 30,000 

Ministry of Social Affairs of Haiti 1996-2008 63,789 

Ministry of Labor, Social Security and Sports of Jamaica 2004-2008 25,000 
Dominican Institute of Social Insurance, Dominican 
Republic 

2001 y 2003-2008 35,216 

Assistance and Housing Institute, Dominican Republic 2002-2005 y 2007-2008 30,000 

Total   184,005 

 
It was also informed that during the Committee’s semestral meeting held in July 2006, the 
disaffiliation of nine members, including the previously mentioned five institutions, had 
been submitted for consideration. It was reminded that on that occasion, the Committee 
decided and authorized representatives from certain institutions to urge institutions with 
fees outstanding to cover them. 
 
It was also mentioned that there have been cases where members that have been behind 
in their fee payments have been re-affiliated. 
 
On this particular issue, the Permanent Committee decided to instruct the Secretary 
General to contact institutions that were more than two years behind in their fee payments 
and ask them to submit before the Secretariat General of the CISS their proposal 
committing themselves to pay past due membership fees. It was specified that if no 
answer was received within a reasonable period of time, specified in the communication, 
action would be taken as provided in Article 12, letter i) of the Bylaw of the CISS and in 
Article 16 of the Financial Regulation. Such actions are necessary to strengthen the 
organization by complying with the bylaw. 
 
 

 Financial, Administrative and Budgetary Issues 
 
This section of the Report includes the following items: 

 
a. External Auditing  

The Permanent Committee was informed that in February 2008, the international 
independent auditing firm PricewaterhouseCoopers audited the financial statements of the 
CISS for the year 2007 and that the auditor’s report was presented at the ordinary 
semestral meeting held July 15, 2008. The report states that, in all material aspects, the 
financial statements fairly present the financial situation, activity results and changes in 
equity of the CISS as of December 31, 2007 and 2006, in accordance with Reporting 
Standards applicable in Mexico. The report was presented to the members of the 
Permanent Committee at last July’s semestral meeting. Additionally, in October, the 
independent auditors made a preliminary audit visit to audit the Conference’s financial 
statements as of August 31, 2008. 
 
It was also informed that the reports had been forwarded to Mr. Lennox Tim, Comptroller 
of the CISS. 
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b. Utilization of the 2008 Budget 
The 2008 authorized budget was presented to the Permanent Committee. The Balance 
Sheet as of August 31, 2008 was presented and compared to the balance sheet as of 
December 2007. It was indicated that Cash and Banks showed a significant change, with a 
positive difference of US $528,365 as a result of careful resource allocation; that the 
negative change of US $175,156 in other creditors had resulted mainly from the 
elimination of the amount provided as compensation for the Director of the CIESS. 
 
The Income and Expense Statement was also presented. It was indicated that there had 
been an operating surplus of US 730,571, exceeding the expected surplus by US 14,348. 
With respect to the fee for the country where the seat is located, it was mentioned that 
changes observed had resulted from converting the amount received in Mexican pesos 
using the exchange rate that was in effect in August 2008. It was also indicated that as of 
August 2008, the Secretariat General had utilized 59.8% of its authorized budget and the 
CIESS, 76.0%. 
 
Finally, it was informed that the most significant change in income for the period with 
respect to the budget had occurred in income from courses, US $146,472, as a result of 
courses offered after the beginning of the year. However, it was mentioned that this was 
also generating higher course expenses as well as other expenses which had not been 
considered in the 2008 budget. Thus, the Permanent Committee was advised that 
according to year end estimates, income from this item would increase but higher 
expenses would also be reported. 
 

c. Human Resources Policy 
The remuneration policy was submitted to the Permanent Committee for consideration as 
document CISS/SG/08/02. It was decided that it should be reviewed annually and that it 
should include not only general remuneration matters but also a vision of the human 
resources policy to better accomplish institutional goals, in particular, services provided to 
members. Thus, it was decided that a Commission presided by the Vice President in turn 
and made up by members appointed by him and by any members who might wish to 
participate in this Committee should continue to exist. 
 
The Report of the Secretary General was unanimously approved as submitted. 
 
Report of the Comptroller 
As the next item in the Agenda, the President of the CISS gave the podium to Mr. Lennox 
Tim, Comptroller of the CISS, who presented the financial statements of the Inter-
American Conference on Social Security (CISS) for the period ended May 31, 2008. 
 
Mr. Tim expressed that compared to the previous year, total income for the period ended 
December 31, 2007 had increased 16.9% as a result of improved fee collection and 
increased income from training courses and events hosted by CISS. Despite higher 
income, increased costs resulted in a deficit of ($118,502). However, this result is positive 
when compared to a deficit of ($482,995) for the previous year. 
 
Based on financial information provided to the Comptroller, the organization continues to 
complete their program satisfactorily. Income generating activities continue to improve 
when compared to previous periods and this trend is likely to continue for the rest of the 
year. 
 
 
The Report of the Comptroller was unanimously approved as submitted. 
 
Proposal regarding the venue for hosting the 25th General Assembly of the CISS 
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The President of the CISS gave the podium to Mr. Alfredo Rolando del Cid Pinillos, 
Manager, Guatemalan Institute of Social Security (IGSS), who expressed that his institution 
was interested in hosting the 25th General Assembly of the CISS. 
 
Mr. del Cid Pinillos mentioned that IGSS considered that holding the Assembly in his 
country was a very relevant issue because of the topics addressed and above all, because 
of the presence of experts on Social Security. 
 
The plenum of the Permanent Committee unanimously approved the proposal made 
by the Guatemalan Institute of Social Security to be the venue for the 25th General 
Assembly. 
 
General Issues  
 
With no further issues to present before the Permanent Committee, Juan Molinar 
Horcasitas, President of the CISS declared the meeting closed on November 11, 2008 at 
3:30 p.m. 
 


