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Senior Citizens as Subjects of Social Protection 
Floors in Latin America

Purpose of the Activity: 

To analyze the relevance of the minimum levels of 
social protection in the population, emphasizing 
their first level, which refers to income security.   
The role of minimum income as universal coverage 
and rights for the senior people in the context of 
Latin America and the Caribbean is analyzed.
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The population context of the Latin American and the Caribbean coun-
tries has been transformed in recent decades at accelerated rates, 
where their demographic structures have begun to age.    The percen-
tage of people aged 60 and over in Latin America and the Caribbean 
has surpassed 12% by 2020.  Social security understood as a universal 
right, must face the social risks that populations face, assuring the 
right to an adequate standard of living, which ensures the safety of 
people and their families:   health, well-being, food, clothing, housing, 
medical assistance, necessary social services; unemployment insuran-
ce, sickness, disability, widowhood, old-age.

The living conditions of senior citizens in Latin America and the Carib-
bean are not entirely favorable, especially when they have been exclu-
ded from a social security system during their working years. In addi-
tion to lacking protection for themselves and their families, they face 
an adverse reality where once they reach advanced ages, it is not possi-
ble for them to access a decent pension, whether from direct or indi-
rect contribution.   The labor participation rate of people aged 60 and 
over in the region is higher when pension systems have lower percen-
tages of coverage.

Senior Citizens are the population group with the most significant 
demand for health services; additionally, ensuring a basic income for 
this population has a positive impact on them since it guarantees the 
minimum conditions for the enjoyment of human dignity.   In recent 
years, the International Labor Organization (ILO) effort to endorse the 
commitment of Recommendation 202 of 2013 has resulted in the 
member countries taking a route towards the universalization of social 
security.

Status of the Situation: 
The minimum levels of social protection are conceptualized as an ele-
ment that contributes to guaranteeing the human dignity of the po-
pulation, where senior citizens should be a priority group.

The COVID-19 pandemic, currently striking the world, has been a cha-
llenge that was not considered, an element that could have conse-
quences on the progress made on social security coverage and mini-
mum social protection floors.   The American Commission for the El-
derly (CADAM) is based on the idea that we must not lower our guard 
and seek to redouble efforts to continue on the path that countries 
have taken towards the universalization of social security systems in 
the region since a pandemic with universal social security has fewer 
consequences.

The first level social protection floors, catalog access to essential health 
services and income security for all.  In this webinar, emphasis will be 
placed on income security, understood as a minimum income for the 
senior citizens, its impacts in the short, medium, and long term and 
contextualized as a universal provision from a rights perspective, 
where the only prerequisite is to be of the age required for access.



Agenda

Modality:
Remote vía:

Target Audiences:

Register through the following link:
https://bit.ly/2TJBR6d

After registering, you will receive a con-
firmation email with the information to 
join the webinar.

Membership of the CISS, professionals in 
the health areas with specialties in the 
elderly, social security, academia, civil so-
ciety and the general public.

Dr. Daisy Corrales 
CIESS Director Welcome 11:00 a 11:05

Dr. Diego Terán
Specialist from the American 

Commission of the Elderly (CADAM)

Coordination: Salutations to the audience, 
reasons, summary of the situation 

and objectives. Introduction of speakers.
11:05 a 11:15

Dr. Diego Terán
Specialist from the American 

Commission of the Elderly (CADAM)

Comments from the CADAM 
coordinator or representative

12:50 a 13:00
Dr. Diego Terán

Specialist from the American 
Commission of the Elderly (CADAM)

Dra. Gabriela Mendizábal Bermúdez
Universidad Autónoma del 
Estado de Morelos (UAEM)

Social Protection Floors for 
the Senior Citizens, Sufficient Coverage? 11:15 a 11:40

Dr. Pablo Casalí
International Labor Organization (OIT)

Pensions and the economic security 
of senior citizens in the face of an 

increasingly uncertain future
11:40 a 12:05

Master Pablo Yanes Rizo
Economic Comission for Latin America 

and the Caribbean (CEPAL)

Universal Pensions.
A pathway to basic income? 12:05 a 12:30

Q&A Session 12:30 a 12:50

PONENTE ACTIVIDAD HORARIO

Dr. Daisy Corrales 
CIESS Director Activity closure 13:00 a 13:05

Speaker Activity Schedule


